TORRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Evaluation of Proposed Text

Directions:  Complete and submit a separate form for each text.  Rate the text in response to each question on the evaluation form.  The completed form should be signed by the building principal, instructional supervisor (as appropriate), and submitted to the assistant superintendent  The assistant superintendent will request approval of the proposed text by the board of education.

Date:  __
_____  Committee or department submitting the evaluation:  ___


Name of Staff Member Completing the Evaluation:      





Grade levels and course(s) in which text will be used:  






Title of proposed text:  










Author/Editor:  










Publisher:  











Copyright date:  




  Edition:  




Text readability:  










Cost of recommended text:  


  Funding source:  





This text is (check one):  

a.  _____  A replacement for existing text  (title and copyright date of text being replaced)

___________________________________________________________

b.            A new text for a new or revised course.

Number of texts reviewed:  

1







Advantages of the proposed new text: 

Approval signatures:   ______________________     _____________________________




  Principal  


       Instructional Supervisor of subject area
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Content









1
2
    3
     N/A








          Low    Average   High        Not 










Applicable
1.  
Are the instructional goals clearly stated in terms

1     2    3     N/A

 
of what students should know and be able to do?

2.  
Does the content align with the state and district

1     2     3     N/A


curriculum standards?

3.  
Does the content challenge students of varying levels?
1     2     3     N/A

4.
Is the content age appropriate in terms of interests, 

1     2     3    N/A


concepts, etc.?

5. 
Does the content reflect recent scholarship in this

1     2     3     N/A


subject area?

6.
Are there connections made within and across content
1     2     3     N/A


areas?

7.
Are gender, racial, ethnic, religious, and socio-economic 
1    2     3     N/A


groups, past and present, accurately and fairly presented?

8.
Does the content (both pictorial and written) reflect the 
1     2     3     N/A


pluralistic, multi-ethnic nature of our society?

9.  
Are all sides of a controversial issue treated objectively?
1     2     3     N/A

Briefly explain below any questions in this category that received a rating of 1:

Assessment of Student Learning

1
2
    3
     N/A








          Low    Average   High        Not 










Applicable

1.  
Are there formal and informal assessment practices

1     2     3     N/A


integrated into instruction?

2.
Do the assessments provide a balanced profile of 
 
1     2     3     N/A


students’ acquisition of skills knowledge, and their


ability to apply their learning to real world situations?
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3.
Will the assessments provide meaningful feedback to
1     2    3     N/A


teachers’ instruction and students’ learning?

Briefly explain below any questions in this category that received a rating of 1: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Instructional Support

1
2
    3
        N/A








          Low    Average   High        Not 










Applicable
1.  
Are there up-to-date reference sources listed?

1     2     3     N/A

2.  
Is there a focus on higher level thinking skills?

1     2     3     N/A

3. 
Are the units and lessons organized in a manner that

1     2     3     N/A


easy to use?

4.  
Do the activities engage students in problems and 

1     2     3     N/A


questions before solutions and answers are introduced?

5.
Do the materials provide opportunities for students to
1     2     3     N/A


practice using knowledge in different ways?

6.
Do the materials allow for a variety of activities that 
1     2     3     N/A


that address different learning styles?

7.
Do the materials provide ways of building students’ 

1     2     3     N/A


cross-cutting competencies, such as multicultural, 


problem-solving, communication, citizenship, technology


and school-to-career skills?

8.
Do the materials provide opportunities for parents and 
1     2     3    N/A


community members to be involved in learning activities?

9.
Is the text/supplemental material available in different
1     2     3     N/A


languages?

10.  
Do the instructional methods reflect current learning  
1     2     3     N/A


theory and pedagogy?

Briefly explain below any questions in this category that received a rating of 1:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Publication Data and Physical Characteristics

1
2
    3
     N/A








          Low    Average   High        Not 










Applicable

1.  
Are the authors (or contributors) recognized for their 
1     2     3     N/A


expertise in this subject area and experience with students

 
who will be using this text?

2.
Is the book organized to facilitate maximum student

1     2     3     N/A


learning?

3.
Are the typeface, type size, illustrations, and visual aides
1     2     3     N/A


suitable for students who will be using this text?

Briefly explain below any questions in this category that received a rating of 1:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Summary

Recommendations and Rationale:

LAL/Proposed Text Eval. Form/Spring 2000

